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but the Lorzer diaries have not much good to say about
her.

' Helene Ehichner's real name is, indeed, Blanche
Lalart, and she is the best agent at the Bureau Andra
in Paris. She is an ardent patriot. From time to
time Blanche Lalart has a visit from a distant relation.
He is a stunted cripple, decrepit and ill-conditioned.
Everyone thinks Helene Duchner's kindness towards
this repulsive being a most touching thing.*

Goring, too, was convinced of her kind-heartedness.
At that time no one yet suspected that this cripple
and half-idiot had set up a most successful information
service that barely needed one day to carry news from
the German front line at Verdun to Zurich.

And Goring loved to talk with the girl about his
heroic deeds and his plans ; and the more she admired
him, the more the young lieutenant talked. While
being drilled in the cadet school he had little time left
for women, and then the war came ; it was thus no
wonder that Goring sought the company of Helene
Duchner.

The spy therefore had an easy task. So she learned
already on 22 March that the German Crown Princess
was to visit the flying-ground at Stenay on 26 March.
Within fourteen hours Colonel Nivelle on the staff of
the French 4th Army Corps had been informed of
this.

In the diaries of the Lorzer brothers the French
attack on Stenay is described in great detail. It was
not till very late in the day that Goring saw that
because of his talkativeness he was to blame perhaps
for this attack.